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After over 350 years the memories of the Mountainy Kennedys of their descent from “The Lords of 
Ormond” had faded. The lines of descent of the Kennedys who went into the mountains rather than 
transplant to Connacht have now provided historical reference points. Through the contributions of 
many individuals to gathering and sharing information, the story of the Mountainy Kennedys is 
emerging from the obscurity of hundreds of years. 
 
2014 KENNEDY GATHERING AND INAUGURATION OF KENNEDY CHIEF 
 
Considerable interest is now building up for the activities planned for early July. 
 
The 2014 Kennedy Gathering is programmed as follows: 
 

Date:   Sunday   6th July 
Time:  8:00 pm 
Venue:  Anglesey Lounge,  
  Rody Kennedy’s Bar & Shop,  
  Rearcross 
  County Tipperary 
 
Prior to the Gathering the Inauguration of the O’Kennedy chief will take place at 5pm.  The 
Curreeny Hedge School site will be available to use for this purpose. Thank you very much to John 
Ryan, the head of the school committee, for approving this. Attendees will then adjourn to the 
Anglesey Lounge at Rearcross for a celebration and food in conjunction with the Gathering. By 
popular approval, Rody Kennedy of Rearcross, the Interim Honorary Kennedy Chief, will be confirmed 
in this position at the Inauguration. 
 
Instalment or Inauguration of an Irish Chieftain 
(From The Genealogies, Tribes and Customs of Hy-Fiarach: John O’Donovan).  

 

Another part of the ceremony of inauguration not mentioned by any of the writers already quoted, is noticed in 

the Annals of the Four Masters, namely, that in many cases when a superior chief was inaugurated by an 

inferior chief, the latter put on his shoe or slipper. — See these Annals at the years 1461 and 1488, where it is 

stated that at the inauguration of the chiefs of the O' Conors, Mac Dermot, chief of Moylurg, put on his shoe. It 

is also stated that in inaugurating the chief of the O'Neill family, O'Kane threw a shoe or slipper over the head 

of the prince. It is rather strange that Keating should not have noticed this ceremony.  

 

From the foregoing authorities we may infer that the following conditions were generally requisite to 

constitute a legitimate instalment or inauguration of an Irish chieftain:  

 

1. That he should be of the blood of the original conqueror or acquirer of the territory, and free from all 

personal blemishes, deformities, and defects, and be of fit age to lead the clan to the field.  

2. That the greater part of his sub-chiefs and freeholders should declare in his favour.  

3. That the inauguration should be celebrated at a remarkable place in the territory appointed of old for the 

purpose, where there was a stone with the impression of two feet, believed to be the size of the feet of the first 

captain, chieftain, or acquirer of the territory.  

4. That the hereditary historian or chronicler of the territory should be present to read to the chief about to be 

installed the heads of the law relating to the conduct of the chieftain, and that the latter should swear to 

observe those laws and to maintain the customs of the territory inviolable.  

5. That after taking this oath, the chief laid aside his sword and other weapons, upon which the historian of the 

district, or some other person whose proper office it was, handed him a straight white wand as a sceptre and 

an emblem of purity and rectitude, to indicate that his people were to be so obedient to him that he required no 

other weapon to command them.  



6. That after receiving this straight white wand, one of his sub-chiefs put on his shoe or sandal in token of 

obedience, or threw a slipper over his head in token of good luck and prosperity.  

7. That after the foregoing ceremonies were performed, one of his sub-chiefs pronounced his surname without 

the Christian-name in a loud voice, after whom it was pronounced in succession by the clergy according to 

their dignity, and by his sub-chiefs and freeholders according to their respective ranks. After this the chieftain 

turned round thrice forwards and thrice backwards, in honour of the most holy Trinity, as the Irish still do all 

good things, and to view his people and his territory in every direction; which being done he was the legitimate 

chief of his name.  

 

The Hereditary Historian or Chronicler 
 

A seanchaí or - plural: seanchaithe is a traditional Irish storyteller/historian. A commonly encountered English 

spelling of the Irish word is Shanachie. 

 The Shanachie of the territory has an important role to play. He reads to the chief about to be installed 

the heads of the law relating to the conduct of the chieftain and the chieftain should swear to observe those laws 

and to maintain the customs of the territory. The Shanachie then hands the chief the wand of office. 

 

 

 
We have prepared a white wand of office for the ceremony. The head of the wand is shown above.  
 
 
A REQUEST FROM PAUL BARRETT 
 
Paul is a long-time Kennedy researcher who specialises in the Toor area. If anyone can help it would 
be appreciated. However, Paul, before getting on to his request, Paul diverts us with a little story 
about the Australian Kennedys. 
 
I recently found an Auntie, of my Hugh Kennedy, Daughter of William Kennedy and Ellen Fahey, Son 
of Long Andrew, living in the Sale region of Victoria. Could well be the reason that Hugh moved from 
Tassie to Vic, as she had been there since 1849, just a year after Hugh committed the offense he was 
eventually transported for. 
 Ellen Kennedy B 1903, Daughter of William Kennedy and Ellen Fahey. married a Daniel 
Birkery. They are both in your book Mountainy Kennedy's Both Ellen's baptism, Pg 418. Also the birth 
of their first daughter Ellen, page 421. 
 Poor old Daniel was murdered in his bed for refusing eviction. Ellen his wife, accused as an 
accessory, which she denies. Transported to Australia. The culprit hung. 
 Jeremiah, son of these 2 was living in Holey Plain, which is where my Hugh's farm was. They 
were in front of me all along, but as Ellen married twice, again after gaining her freedom, I never 
made the connection, until a fellow researcher and descendent pointed me in the right direction. Hugh 
was named in her will, his signature was to be found there. 
 
Now for the request: 
I have looked at a Patrick Kennedy, who was born in Tipperary 1803, from his death certificate. His 
parents Andrew Kennedy and Catherine Ryan. I have never had any luck with the Irish Indexes for 
children from this marriage. Whilst looking through your book, I noticed there is an entry much later for 
an Elizabeth Kennedy, baptized 4.3.1826. Pg 422. to parents of the same names. It does not show up 
in the indexes. some 23 years later, so a long shot. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland


Patrick arrived in Melbourne in 1841. Married a Mary Brien, in 1844 at the St Francis Catholic Church, 
under the Catholic Rite. They had 4 children Andrew B1847, he was a dairyman in Richmond. 
Catherine B1847, died age 5. John B1849 Baptized, Sponsors Denis and Ellen Ryan. Thomas B1851. 
Patrick died in 1880. 
He lived in Little Collins Street, had a property there. He had an interest in a mining company that was 
mining in Walhalla. There were a number of Kennedy up that way. Never got them tied up. 
So was wondering if you, or your readers new anything of this Patrick, or his parents. (Thomas) is not 
in my immediate family. More yours. But the other names fit. 
Don't have the parents of Mary Brien at this stage, not on the marriage certificate, but will get the 
death Certificate to see if it helps. 
Hope this finds you well. As always thanks for your works, again here its been a great help. 
Kind Regards, 
Paul Barrett 
 
A CONTRIBUTION FROM JOHN KENNEDY OF POLLANORMAN 
 
John, who is the President of the Silvermines Historical Society, has been kind enough to send me a 
clipping of an article by the late esteemed Dr. Dermot Gleeson on an O’Kennedy Law Suit of 1608. 
This is provided on the last page of this newsletter. While the article is very informative it is also a 
challenge to read. Please accept my apologies for being unable to make it more readable. 
 

… AND ONE FROM DENIS O’MALLEY 

 
 



 

BOOKS 
 
WARNING 
These books are not available as downloads on the Internet. Do not provide your credit card details to any site that says they have 
downloads available.  
 
The books are not available through UK or US Internet booksellers some of whom claim to have copies available. (at inflated prices e.g. 
+100%) 

  

 
 
Note: Booksellers in various countries use pictures copied from the website to advertise books that they do not have in 
stock. We have amended the website pictures as a consequence.  

 
Copies of “The Mountainy Kennedys” and “The Irish Kennedys” can be obtained Internationally, 
from the website at:  
 http://home.onthenet.com.au/~laurieag/index.htm 
 
Thank you to all of those people who have bought books over the years. The returns have 
gone some way towards defraying the expense of having them printed and distributed.  
 
THE IRISH KENNEDYS NOW ON FACEBOOK 

 
This mailing list will continue to come out monthly and will be sent to all recipients by email. In 
addition, Sean has now put us onto Facebook.  Find us at: 
 https://www.facebook.com/theirishkennedysbooks 
If you are on Facebook and would click on “Like” on this page it would be appreciated.  
 
 
Your contributions to the Mountainy Kennedys mailing list are most welcome. Please keep them 
rolling in. 
 
Brian 
 
. 
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